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Have you ever seen somebody holding a
fifty thousand won note up to the light to
check if it's real or note Do you know why
they do thise This is because there is @
hidden image that is only
visible when you hold the
bank note up to the light. It is one of the
many security measures in  place to
prevent people creating forgeries of
Korean bank notes. The image is a mirror of
the main historical figure on the bank note and has variable
thickness. The fifty thousand won note shows Shin Saimdang
on the right, and hides a mirror image of her on the left. These
so-called "watermarks" are extremely difficult to reproduce
and effectively prevent people from creating
fraudulent copies, known as "counterfeits.”
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...light reveals the secret!
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It's very easy for most of us to pay forf, @& &
things in shops. We look at the price and |1 &5 ¢
we choose the right bank notes to use. i A
But what about blind people2 They 't =

cannot see which money They are usmg

e

L [ = feature built into Koreqn bank notes and |
counterfeit QES-3 fraudulent AZIE b coins. With the coins, each coin has @ —
effectively silso =2 measure ES| . . . Tactile braille dofs
figure ols reproduce S A5t} 5] different picture that blind people can |
forgery CTES variable R (== )] || feel. With bank notes, there are tactile braille markings on the
right edge of each note. The one thousand won note has one
AB““T dot. The five thousand won note has two. The ten thousand
won note has three, and the fifty thousand won note instead
@ EEnm) (& vormare ) has five raised lines on it. What a wonderful ideal| ]
bank note X marking A
braille Hxt raised =5t
feature EXN tactile E2719|
\_ J\L instead CH 41041 wonderful OfF Tl
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known as "counterfeits."
paper that cannot
anyone except the Bank of
Koreaq, they use a special ink that nobody
else can buy, they use hidden images that
are only visible when held up to the light
and they even hide messages and codes
all around the bank note. One of the most

The holograms are here

amazing security features in the Korean fifty |

thousand won note has to be the
holograms that are present on its left edge.

@l Bank notes around the world confain many
&8 cleverly hidden security measures to ensure
that it is extremely difficult fo create copies,
They use a special
be purchosed by

Have you ever seen the thick, shiny silver|\&/

bar on the left side of the fifty thousand won

bank notee At first glance, it just appears to  The fhree holograms
but it actually

be a strip of shiny silver,

contains holograms. This means that, depending on how it
catches the light, it will reveal one of three images: A
taegeuk, the four trigrams that make up the Korean flag or
a map of the Korean peninsula. This hologram is expensive
and difficult to produce which significantly increases the

difficulty of creating counterfeit copies.

Do you know the famous people
on the Korean bank notes¢ They
are Yi Hwang, Yulgok Yi I, King
Nameand e dtes Sejong the Great, and Shin
Saimdang. They are four great Koreans from
history. The pictures on the bank notes teach us
something about their lives. For example, the
fifty thousand won note shows Shin Saimdang's
famous paintings. You can even see their
names and life dates on the notes too.
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notes. They have a ten won, a fifty won, |{&
a one hundred won and a five hundred |
won coin. They have a one thousand |§

won, a five thousand won,
thousand won and a fifty thousand won note.
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