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Jirisan Edition

by Aidan Mocke

Am][m by Aidan C*i\@**)

Did you know that there are about 89 Asian Black Bears living on Jisan? They are
also known as “moon bears." The bears were aimost extinct unfil the govemment
started a restoration project in 2004, Since then, many new baby bears have been
born. However, for hikers the growing number of bears on the mountain con prove
o be very dangerous. When you hike on Jiison, you will see many “bear bells” that
you canring If a bear approaches. Apparently the bears don'tlike the sound. You
can also buy smaller bear bels that make ringing sounds as you walk. You can see
many hikers using them on the frail, | really wonder if these bells are effective at ol
There are many signs on the hiking trails felling you what fo do if you meet bears,
such s walk slowly away, don't take pictures ond basically try fo get out of there
quietly and keep olive! | didn't see any bears myself but maybe that's for the best.
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~ Q When you go hiking, you need
a backpack. The backpack can
be very heavy. You have 1o take
food. You have to take water.
You have fo ftake clothing.
You have 1o take medicine.
Hiking with a backpack is hard!

Have you heard of Jiisane This iconic and expansive mountain
range dominates the southern expanse of South Korea, fraversing
the adminisirative boundaries of Jeonbuk, Jeonnam, and
Gyeongnam provinces. Standing majestically at 1915 meters, it
proudly claims its place as the nation’s second-highest peak,
surpassed only by Hallasan on Jeju sland.

Distinct from many intemational frekking destinations, Jirisan offers .
strategically placed shelters providing essential amenities such as There are many waterfalls
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The backpack is very heavy

readily availoble water refills, instant rice, and powdered energy

backpack HY = water = drinks. These communal spaces facilitate self-catering and, with
:;k:\‘,g %_,::'-;6_}?'_:} clotning = rior reservation, offer ovemight accommodation. While basic
food SAl hard B restrooms are provided, handwashing facilities are notably absent,
necessitating the use of wet wipes. Though the ascent typically

Em commences af 2:30 AM, involving two arduous days of frekking,
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) | o for avid hikers, Jiisan promises an undeniably unforgettable and
Mm ni@ I n 'U by Hannah Mocke C*i\q?**) orofoundly rewarding experience

The mountain frail on Jirisan is very long. It goes up and down like @
roller coaster. Every time you go up a hill, you can be sure there will be o
downhil following it. After that, another fough uphill and another downhill.

The difficulty of Jirisan comes from the length of the course and that the
ground is very often not flat, You have 1o climb up many large rocks and E
then climb down even more rocks on the other side. Sometimes the
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The trail is not eay
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